


Monthly Tribal Consultation Webinar on 2014 
Drought Response – July 28, 2014 

Agenda 

• Welcome and Introductions 
• Current Update on Drought Regional Administrator & Liaison Contact Information, 

Operational Weekly Calls 
• Water Curtailments – Update Emergency Regulations, Tribal Training for California Water 

Rights (10/7/14) 
• Groundwater Legislation 
• Groundwater-Related Water Activities, California Statewide Groundwater Elevation 

Monitoring (CASGEM) Basin Prioritization 
• Marijuana Eradication – Yurok Tribal Land: Raid Targets Illegal Marijuana Farms on 

California Tribal Land 
• Updates and GAP Funds – US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
• Updates and Activities – Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• Comments/Open Discussion 
• Closing Remarks 



State and Federal Partners 
Participating 

• Cynthia Gomez, Governor’s Tribal Advisor 
• Nancy Ward, Deputy Director (CalOES) 
• Caren Trgovcich, Chief Deputy Director (SWRCB) 
• Debbie Davis-Franco, Community & Rural Affairs Advisor (OPR) 
• Anecita Agustinez, Tribal Policy Advisor (DWR) 
• Tom Lutterman, Senior Engineer Geologist (DWR) 
• Scott Woodland, Supervising Engineer (DWR)  
• Kasey Schimke, Assistant Director Legislative Affairs (DWR) 
• Erskine Benjamin, Environmental Engineer (US EPA) 
• Douglas Garcia, Regional Water Rights Specialist (BIA) 
• Charles Jachens, Region Drought Coordinator (BIA) 
• Luke Schulte, P.E. Area Environmental Engineer Consultant (IHS) 

 
 

 
 
 





















SWRCB 
FIELD INVESTIGATIONS TO CHECK 

COMPLIANCE  

 

Inspections prioritized based on: 
 Size of Diversion 
 Season of Division 
 Geographic Location 
 Flow Conditions 
 Responses to Curtailment Certification Form 
 To date 369 inspections conducted  
 

 







SWRCB 
TRIBAL TRAINING 

WATER RIGHTS & WATER QUALITY 
 

Topics Include: 
 Overview of California water rights system, including 

complaints and protests  
 Funding opportunities and processes 
 Use of Water Board databases  
 Integrated Regional Water Management Plans 
 Beneficial use designations 
 

Training will be held on October 7th  
 







OPR 
California Water Action Plan 

• The general approach has two components: 
 Ensure that the locals have the tools, resources, and 

funding necessary to manage groundwater 
sustainably; and provide a State backstop when locals 
are not able to or choose not to manage sustainably.  

 
• The Process: 
 The bills are being amended and new language will be 

available Monday. There will be a stakeholder meeting 
next week to solicit feedback on the amended bills 
There will be two additional opportunities to amend 
the bills in August. 

 
 





DWR 
Groundwater Monitoring Bill 

• Senate Bill x7-6, CWC 10920 et seq. 
 (effective January 2010) 

• Established a voluntary Statewide groundwater 
monitoring program 
– “Monitoring Entities” will regularly and 

systematically monitor and report groundwater 
elevations to demonstrate seasonal and long-term 
trends 

– Groundwater data is “readily and widely available” 
to the public 

 





DWR  
CASGEM Basin Prioritization Process 

The CASGEM basin prioritization process included an initial review and 
screening of groundwater  basins for inclusion in the overall basin 
prioritization, followed by a more detailed analysis, review, and consideration 
of the eight data components stipulated in the CASGEM legislation listed  
below. 
 

1. The population overlying the basin, 
2. The rate of current and projected growth of the population overlying the 

basin, 
3. The number of public supply wells that draw from the basin, 
4. The total number of wells that draw from the basin, 
5. The irrigated acreage overlying the basin, 
6. The degree to which persons overlying the basin rely on groundwater as 

their primary source of water, 
7. Any documented impacts on the groundwater within the basin, including 

overdraft, subsidence, saline intrusion, and other water quality degradation,  
8. Any other information determined to be relevant by the department. 
 































General Assistance Program (GAP) 
& Drought Planning Assistance 

• GAP grants are managed by the Tribal Section in Region 9’s 
Land Division  
– GAP supports planning, establishing and developing 

environmental protection programs in Indian Country 
consistent with EPA’s statutory authorities 

– Implementation is generally unallowable under the 
program except for solid waste related activities 

• Eligible planning activities under GAP can include drought 
– Drought contingency planning (DCP), water audits, 

water conservation program planning, leak detection, 
community outreach 
 
 



GAP Drought Funding Assistance to Date 
• EPA and the California Indian Health Service (CA IHS): 

– Provided outreach on available funds for eligible 
activities 

• Informed tribes that GAP may be used to fund 
eligible, allocable, and necessary drought activities 

• Referred tribes to their respective EPA GAP Project 
Officers for additional assistance 

• EPA received and approved drought planning requests 
totaling $112,500 for work that will be performed in Fiscal 
Year 2015 
– DCPs, task forces, water conservation program 

planning, water audits 
• Funding Opportunity (to request additional funds) closed 

on July 15 
 

 8/5/2014 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 39 



Other Assistance Available from EPA 

• While the deadline to request supplemental FY15 
funds to conduct drought work has passed, tribes 
may work with their GAP Project Officers to 
renegotiate existing work plans and budgets to 
include drought planning activities in FY14 or 
FY15. 
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BIA - Water Rights Program  
• The BIA manages the Water Rights Program for the purpose of confirming and 

defining Indian water rights through litigation and court decree or through 
negotiated settlement.  

• The first priority for program funds is to provide all documentation and other 
materials deemed necessary to further the United States’ water rights claims on 
behalf of Indian tribes or individuals.  

 
These materials may include : 
 

 Preparing hydrographic survey reports 
 Determining surface and ground water supplies 
 Identifying arable lands 
 Completing a practicably irrigable acreage (PIA) assessment 
 Determining point(s) and means of diversion, purpose(s) and place(s) of use, and amount of 

water diverted or depleted 
 Conducting studies to determine the water needs of fish, wildlife, or other resources for which 

Indian tribes have reserved rights.  
 
These funds may also be used to provide similar materials as necessary to facilitate 
active Indian water rights negotiations undertaken by the Secretary of the Interior.  



BIA - Water Resources Program 
• The BIA manages the Water Resources Program for the purpose of 

managing, conserving and utilizing reservation water resources.  
 

• The first priority for these program funds is to provide necessary technical 
research, studies, and other information for Indian tribes to serve as 
informed and prudent managers of their water resources.  

 
• These efforts may occur through partnerships or through coordination and 

cooperation with other governmental entities to obtain information 
describing surface and ground water assessments, inventories, 
monitoring, modeling and gauging.  
 

• Additionally, these funds are used for the preparation of comprehensive 
reservation water management and development plans, use surveys, 
interagency drought management planning, and necessary assessments to 
define and characterize tribal water resources.  



BIA-Activities Not Eligible for Funding  

Examples of activities typically not eligible for funding from either 
water program include:  
• Projects that duplicate work that the BIA has identified as necessary 

for its efforts, has undertaken, or has completed through its 
employees or contractors or through arrangements with other 
Federal agencies, including the U.S. Department of Justice 

• Projects to design, construct, repair or improve water facilities, 
including domestic water supply, waste water, and irrigation or dam 
infrastructure, except to the extent that PIA analyses under the 
Water Rights Program require such design projects 

• Development of recommendations or conditions in hydropower 
licensing procedures and water quality studies to initiate actions 
needed to address pollution problems 

• Attorney fees and related expenses for legal services  
• Administrative overhead costs 

 



BIA Climate Change  
• Rapidly changing climatic conditions are already impacting Tribes.  The challenges from 

those changes span the entire range of tribal government functions and traditional use.  
Tribes and Alaska Natives are further hindered by limited capacity, tools, and data to 
evaluate, prioritize and manage the change.  The President’s 2013 Climate Action Plan 
committed to support tribes addressing climate change.  In addition to support from 
the other federal agencies, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) has funding available for 
climate adaptation planning. 
 

• Grants were focused on vulnerability assessments, adaptation planning, and 
participation in training, technical workshops, and cooperative climate change 
adaptation groups. 
 

•  In FY14 a significant increase in funding has been made available to address tribal 
capacity needs. In FY13 and FY14 priority will be given to funding tribal efforts that 
support multiple tribes, or enable tribal governments to write climate adaptation plans 
that span the entire scope of tribal government programs and thereby enable tribal 
leaders to evaluate and prioritize the issues that they deem most critical.  
 
 



BIA-Climate Change Program  
 
 

• The grant program also requests cooperative tribal government/education 
        provider proposals to initiate a training program for tribes. Lastly, small tribal travel 
         grant proposals will be solicited that enable tribal staff to attend training, technical 
         workshops, and cooperative adaptation groups, including ocean planning. 
 
• In FY14 the RFP will be not be posted on the Grants.gov website at: 

http://www.grants.gov , rather we communicate directly with the eligible applicants 
through a Dear Tribal Leader letter solicitation, and via the informal tribal climate 
change email network.  Regional Climate Change Points-of-Contact (POCs) maintain an 
informal tribal climate change contact list for each Tribe in their Region.  In FY15 as the 
program matures we will consider Grants.gov. 

 
 

 

 















 
    General Updates and 

Activities                 
    Coordinate with State and Federal agencies. 

 Periodic vulnerability/risk assessments of Tribal water systems. 
 Monitor systems at high risk including water source (e.g. 

drawdown/recovery) and per capita demand; determine 
systems at “critical” stage. 

 Update the Tribal Sanitation Deficiency System (SDS) with 
specific drought-related projects and provide to other agencies 
for funding considerations. Draft project list available early 
August. 

 Continue outreach to Tribes to develop a Drought Contingency 
Plan ( increase from 10% to 20%). 

 Develop plan to address gap in supplying water for 
scattered/individual home sites.   
 

  







Open Forum for Tribal Feedback and 
Discussion  

1. Tribal Chairman 
2. Tribal Designee 
3. Open Forum 



Save the Dates: 
• Tuesday, August 26, 2014         10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
• Tuesday, September 30, 2014  10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
• Wednesday, October 29, 2014 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
• Tuesday, November 18, 2014   10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
• Tuesday, December 16, 2014    10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

 

Governor’s Drought Task Force  
Government-to-Government Conference Call  Meetings 




